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Image taken by Rogelio Bernal Andreo: 
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Orion
Orion is a good example of stars that are very distant from each other 
but still form a constellation. Look at the belt. Notice that Alnilam (the 
middle star in the belt) is about 600 light years farther away from Earth 
than Alnitak, even though Alnitak and Alnilam appear to be right next 
to each other. 

All of Orion’s main stars are giants, or supergiants. The smallest star, 
Bellatrix, is still a B2 III (the III means it’s a giant), and it’s about 8 
times the mass of the Sun, and 6 times the radius of the Sun. 
Betelgeuse has the largest diameter of the stars in Orion, and its radius 
is about 900 times the radius of the Sun. If you took Betelgeuse and 
placed it where our Sun is, its surface would envelop  Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, Mars, and much of the Asteroid Belt. Accounting for the margin 
of error with Betelgeuse's size, its surface might even extend past 
Jupiter’s orbit. 
M42: The Orion Nebula, M42, is directly below Alnilam.  It is a stellar 
nursery where brand new baby stars are being formed. 


